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THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF PAULDING COUNTY, OHIO 

JUVENILE DIVISION 

In The Matter of 

the Adoption of SEP 11:1111 

Local Rule of Co rt MARCIA J. MENGEL, et.EM 
SUPREME COURT OF 0Ht0 

for Case Managem�·lffll--..... --�--==::arl 

Rule XI 

Paulding County Rules of 

Juvenile Cou'rt 

Pursuant to Rule 9 of the Rules of Superintendence for Courts of 

Common Pleas and for the further purpose of facilitating the expeditious 

handling of cases in the Juvenile Court of Paulding County, Ohio, It is 

hereby ordered as a Rule of Court of this Court for Case Management purposes 

which is designated as "Rule XI" of the local Rules of this Court, that, 

1. All juvenile cases adhere to all statutory schedules; 

and, 

2. Tha� all Juvenile Cases not covered adequately by 

statutory schedules be reviewed weekly and set for pre­

trial hearings if needed or adjudicatory hearings if 

pre-trial not needed within 15 days; and, 

3. That all motions filed, unsupported by memorandum or 

law citations be, at the discretion of the Court, rules 

on ex parte and all others heard within 10 days of filing 

date unless an adequate reason and for good cause set 

otherwise; and, 

4. That all motions filed void of factual matter be summarily 

ruled on by the· Court, ex parte; and, 

5. That all juvenile cases on file in this court by physically 

inventoried monthly. 

Dated: June 29, 1991 

Effective July 1, 1991 2t�-7z/�� 
Harvey/E. iiyman? Judge 



ft,,.. • ! ! ... ,; ! f .-, ::::::? 
r?=111 n ft[] IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF PAULDING COUN1Y, betO !_I,;;:, J;, D 

JUVENILEDMSION AUG I 4 20J7 

LOCAL RULE 5.01 
CLERK OF COURT 

SUPREME COURT OF OHIO 

I. . Restraints shall be removed prior to the commencement of a proceeding unless the 
Court detennines on the record, after providing any party to be heard on the issue of 
physical restraint for that child at that hearing, that there is no less restrictive 
alternative to the use of physical restraint and that the physical re$traint of the child 
is necessary because either ofthe following: 

a. The child represents a current and significant threat to the safety of the child's 
self or other persons in the courtroom; 

b. There is a significant risk the child will flee the courtroom. 

II. If the Court finds physical restraint to be necessary, the restraint shall be the least 
restrictive necessary to meet the risk requiring the restraint and in a manner which 
does not unnecessarily restrict the movement of the child's hands. 

Effective: August 8, 2017 



JN THE COMMON PLEAS COURT Ol<� PAULDING COUNT\\ OQ�lC��;r::r,/r:: 
JUVENILE D.IVJSION ... 1c;, t,.,,,, 

THE MATTER OF: 

DEPOSIT ON FILING OF 
MOTION FOR TRANSCRIPTS 

with the C m..1rt shaU he made a record of the 

CASE NO: 20245001 

,JUDGEl\lENT li:NTRY 

Motion for Transcript filed 



IN THE COMMON PLEAS COURT OF PAULDING COUNTY, OHIO 
JUVENILE DIVISION 

IN THE MATTER OF 

PARENTING COORDINATION 

CASE NO. 2023S003 

ORDER ADOPTING A NEW LOCAL RULE 

It appearing to the Court that the Local Rules of Court with reference to parenting 
coordinator should be adopted to help resolve disputes in parenting cases; 

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that a new loca4 Rule entitled Parenting Coordination be 
adopted, effective September 6, 2023, to read as follows: 

See attached Exhibit "A". 

IT IS THE FURTHf R ORDER OF THE COURT that the Clerk shall distribute copies of this Order 
and proposed rufe to all attorneys who regularly practice in Paulding County, Ohio and make 

available to any person requesting the same. 

IT IS THE FURTHER ORDER OF THE COURT that the Clerk shall furnish a copy of this Order 
and the revised to the Clerk of the Supreme Court, 



JAN O 8 2025 
IN THE COMMON PLEAS COURT. JUVENILE DIVJSJON OF CLERK OF COURT 

PAULDING COUNTY, OHIO SUPREME COURT OF OHIO 

IN THE MATTER OF LOCAL RULE 

PARENTING COORDINATION 

The Paulding County Common Pleas Court, Juvenile Division adopts Local Rule effective 
September 6, 2023. 

(A)De finitions - as used in this rule: 

(l) .. Domestic abuse" means a pattern of abusive and controlling behavior 1hat may 
include physical violence; coercion; threats; intimidation; isolation; or emotional, 
sexual, or economic abuse. 

(2) ''Domestic violence" bas the same meaning as in R.C. 3113.31 (AXI) .  
(3) ••Parenting coordination .. means a child-focused dispute resolution process ordered by 

the Court to assist parties in implementing a parental rights and responsibilities or 
companionship time order using assessment, education. case llllllqtment. oonflict 
management, coaching, or decision-making. "Parenti ng coordination'* is not 
mediation subject to R.C. Chapter 2710, R.C.31 09.052 or Sup. R. 16 nor arbitration 
subject to R.C. Chapter 27J I or Sup. R. 15. 

(4) •'Parenting Coordinator" means an individual appointed by the Court to conduct 
parenting coordination. 

(B)Purpose 

This rule allows for the earliest possible resolution of disputes related to parental rights 
and responsibilities or companionship time orders. 

(C)Scope 

At any point after a parental rights and responsibilities or companionship time order is 
filed, the Court may order parenting coordination except to determine the following: 

( 1} Whether to grant, modify, or terminate a protection order; 
(2) The terms and conditions of a protection order; 
(3) The penalty for violation of a protection order; 
(4) Changes in the designation of the primary residential parent or legal guardian; 
(5) Changes in the primary placem ent of a child. 



(D) Appointment 

( l )  The Court may order parenting coordination. sua sponte or upon written or oral 
motion by one or both parties1 when one or more of the fullowing factors are present: 

(a} The parties have ongoing disagreements about the impl ementation of a 
parental rights and responsibilities or companionship time order and need 
ongoing assistance; 

(b) There is a history of extreme or ongoing parental conflict that has been 
unresolved by previous litigation or other interventions and from which a 
child of the parties is adversely affected; 

(c) The parties have a child whose parenting time schedule requires frequent 
adjustments; specified in an order of the Court, to maintain age-appropriate 
contact with both parties, and the parties have been previously unable to 
reach agreements on their parenting time schedule without intervention by 
the Court; 

{d) The parties have a child with a medical or psychological c:ondition or 
disability that requires frequent decisions regarding treatment or frequent 
adjus tments in the parenting time schedule, specified in an order of the 
Court, and the parties have been previously unable to reach agreements on 
their parenting time schedule without intervention by the Court; 

{e) One or both parties suffer from a medical or psychological. condition or 
disabili ty that results in an inabi lity to reach agreements on or make 
adjustments in their parenting time schedule without assistance, even when 
minor in nature; 

( f) Any other factor a.s determined by the Court. 

(2) Prior to appointment, the Court may appoint a parenting coordinator who has the 
following: 

(a) A master's degree or higher. a law degree, or education and experience 
satisfactory to the Court; 

(b) At least two years of professional experi ence with situations involving 
children. which includes parenting coordination. counseling. casework, legal 
representation in family law matters. serving as a guardian ad litem or 
mediator. or such other equivalent experience satisfactory to the Court; 

(c) Training that has been approved by the Dispute Resolution Section of the 
Supreme Court, in the following order: 

(i) At least twelve ( 1 2) hours of basic mediation training; 
(i i)At l east forty ( 40) hours of specialized family or divorce mediation 

training; 
(iii)At least fourteen ( 14)  hours of specialized training in domestic 

abuse and dispute resolution; 



(iv)At least twelve ( 1 2) hours of specialized training in parenting 
coordination. 

(3) In addition to the qualifications under Division (0)(2) of this rule, the Court may 
appoint a parenting coordinator to an abuse, neglect or dependency case provided the 
parenting coordinator meets both of the following qualifications: 

(i)Signi ficant experi ence working with family disputes; 
(ii)At least thirty*two (32) hours of specialized child protection 

training that has been approved by the Dispute Resolution Section 
of the Supreme Court. 

(4) To maintain eJigibility for appointment, a parenting coordinator shall complete at 
l east three (3) hours per calendar year of continuing education relating to children 
approved by the Dispute Resolution Section of the Supreme Court. 

(5) The appointment order sbaU set forth the following: 
(a) The name of the parenting coordinator and any contact information the Court 

may choose to include; 
(b) The specific powers and duties of the parenting coordinator; 
(c) The term of the appointment; 
(d) The scope of confidentiality; 
(e) The parties• responsibility for fees and expenses for services rendered by the 

parenting coordinator; 
( f) Parenting coordination terms and condi tions. 

(6) The parenting coordinator who meets the qualifications in Division (0)(2) and, if 
applicable. (0)(3) shall be selected using one of the following: 

(a) Use of a court employee; 
(b) Random selection from the Court • s roster of parenting coordinators; 
( c) Speci fic appointment based on the type of case and the qualifications and 

caseload of the parenting coordinator; 
(d) Parties select a parenting coordinator from the Court roster to be approved by 

the Court. 

(7) The Court shall not appoint a parenting coordinator who does not have the 
qualifications in Division (D)(2) and. if applicable, Division (0)(3) of this rule or 
who has served or is serving in a role that creates a professional conflict including. 
but not limited to, a child's attorney or child advocate; guardian ad litem; custody 
evaluator; therapist, consultant. coach or oth er mental health role to any family 
member; or attorney for either party. Parties may not waive this conflict. 

(8) With written consent of the parties, the Court may appoint a mediator to serve as the 
parenting coordinator with the same family .  



{9) Upon motion of a party. for good cause shown, or sua sponte, the Court may 
tenninate or modi fy the parenting coordinator appointment 

(E) Parenting Coordinator Responsibilities 

( I )  Ability to Perform Duties 

A parenting coordinator shall report to the Court any activity. criminal or otherwise, 
that would adversely affect the parenting coordinator's ability to pafmm the 
functions of a parenting coordinator. 

(2) Compliance with Appointment Order 

A parenting coordinator shall comply with the requirements of and act in accordance 

with the appointment order issued by the Court pursuant to Division (D) of this rule. 

(3) Independence, Objectivity, and Impartiality 

A parenting coordinator shall maintain independence; objectivity; and impartiality, 
includi ng avoidina the appearance of partiality. in dealin&B with patties and 
professionals, both in and out of the courtroom. 

( 4) Conflicts of Interest 

A parenting coordinator shall avoid any clear contlic.u of interest arising Imm any 
relatiomhip activity, including but not Hmiled to those of employment or business or 
from professional or personal contacts with parties or others involved in the case. 

A parenting coordinator shall avoid self-dealing or associations Imm which the 
parenting coordinator may benefit, directly or indirectly, except from services as a 
parentina coordinator. Upon becoming aware of a dear conruct of inmrest. a 
parenting coordinator shall advise the Court and the parties of the action taken to 
resolve the conflict and, if  unable to do so, seek the direction of the Court. 

(5) Ex Parte Communications 

A parenting coordinator shall not have ex parte communications with the Court 
regarding substantive matters or issues on the merits of the case. 

(6) Legal Advice 



A parenting coordinator shall not offc,-r legal advice. 

(7) Reporting 

(a) A parenting coordinator shall submit a resume to the Court dt>eumenting 
compliance with Division (0)(2) and, ff applicable, Division (0)(3) of this rule; 
provide an updated resume to the Com1 in the event ofany substantive changt-s; 
and notif} the Court of any chang,-s lo name, :iddress, telephone number and, if 
avai lable, electronic mail address. 

(b) On or before January J l<l of each year, a parenting coordinator shall report t<) the 
Court a list of all continuing t"tiucation training completed during the previous 
year pursuant to Division (D)(4) of this rule .including the SJlonsor, title, date and 
location of each training. A parenting t.t)ordinator shall not he eligible for 
appointment until the requirement is satisfied. The parenting coordinati)r shall 
complete three (3)  hours of continuing education for each calendar year of 
deficiency. 

(F) Procedures 

( 1 )  Se,'fet.'l1ing and Disclosure fhr Domestic Ahuse and Domestic Vfo)ence 
(a)All cases shall be screened fr>r domt.-stic abuse and domestic vic,lence hy the 
parenting coordinator before the commencement ofthc parenting coordfoatkin 
process and by the parenting coordinator during the parenting coordination process. 
All parti<.-s and e,x>unscJ shall immediately advise tl1e parcntit1g coordinator of any 
domestic viole11cc 001:wictions and/or allegations known to them or which b,�xlmc 
known to the1n dur.ing the parenting coordination process. 
(b) When domestic abuse t>r domestic violence is alleged, suspcl.�ed or ,,resent, 
before proceeding. a parenting coordinator shall :  

( i} Fully infonn the person who is or may be the victim of domestic abuse 
or domestic violence about the parenting coordin.ution process and the 
opthm to have a support person present at parenting coordinati,m 
sessions; 

(ii) Have procedures in place ttl provide for the safoty of all persons 
involved in the parenting coordination process; 

(ii i) Have procedures in place to terminate the parenting coordination 
sc!lsion!pmcess if there is a continued threat of domestic abuse, 
d<>mestic violence, or ct1ercion between the parties. 

(2) Disclosure of Abuse, Neglect and Harm 

A parenting coordinator shall inform the pa11ies that the parenting c<>ordinator shall 
report any suspected child abuse or neglc,t and any appim.,-nt serious risk of b,tnn to 
a family member's self, another family mcmb1.:r, or a 1hird pany, to 1.·hild protective 



services, law enforcement, or otht.>r appropriate authority. A parenting t..�wrdinator 
shall report child abuse or negk>ct pursuant to the procedures set fi.uth in R.C. 
2 1 5 1 .42 1 .  

(3) Attendance and Participation 

(a) Parties shall attend parenting coordination sessions. Reque&1s to reschedule 
parenting coordination sessions shall he approved by the parenting coordinator. 

(b} A partmting coordinator shall allow attendance und participation of the partit-s 
and, if the parties wish, their attorneys and/or any other individuaJs designah.-rl 
by the parties. 

(4) Referrals to Support Services 

A parenting cuordinator shall provide infonnatio11 rt>garding appropriate referrals to 
resources including legal counsel, co1.mseHng. part.,>nt.ing courst.,>s/educntion and 
<}ther support services for all parties, including, hut not limited to, victims and 
suspected victims of dcimcstk abuse and domestic violence. 

(5) Parenting Coordination Agreements, Reports and D�cisi01'.k'il 

(a) Purties shiiJl sign and abide by agr1.-cmcnts reached during a parenting 
coordination session which shall be maintained in the parenting l'-OOrdination 
file. The parenting cocJrdinator shall provide a c,,py tn each party and their 
attorneys if any. 

(b) Upon requC$t by the Court. the parenting coordinator shall prepare a written 
rqmrt including. but not l imited to, the following: 

(i)Dates of parenting coordination session(s); 
(ii}Whether the parenting coordiriution scssion(s} occum.-d or wa!ll 

tem1inated; 
(iii)R«tuests to reschedule a parenting coordination session including 1.he 

name of the requestor and whether the request wat approved : 
(iv)Wbetht.1' an agreement was reached on some, an or none of the issues; 
(v) Who was in attendance at each session; and 
(vi} The date and time uf a future parenting «)<>rdirmtfon Se!sion(s). 

( c) The parenting coordinator shall first attempt to aisist the parties in rc.�ching an 
agreen1ent that resolveis the disput1:..'(s), If the p.artit.-s are unable to reach an 
agret.-ment, the pa:renling coordinator shall issue a written decision that is 
effective immediately and remains effoctive unless ordered oth1..�rw1se by th� 
Court. The 1>arcnting coordinator shall provide copies m the parties and their 
attorneys, if any. The dccisiun shull he inmu,>diately f

i

led with the C\,urt and 
indude all of the following: 



(i)Case caption, induding the case number; 
(i iJDate ofthe dt-cision; 
(iii) Facts; 
(iv)Reasons supporting tl1c decision; 

(v)'l11c manner in whkh the decision was provided to the parties. and 
(vi)Any othet necessary intbnnation, 

(d) A party may file written objection(s) to a patenting coordinator's decision� with 
tbe Cou:rt and serve all other partie.lii to the actfon, within fourteen ( 14) days of 
the filing date of the decision, If any party timely fi les objection(s}. any other 
party may also me objt..•-0.tion(s) with the Court and serve all other parties to the 
i"lCtion, not later than ten ( l 0) days a fter the first objection( s) are filed. A hearing 
may be schedult..xl, upo11 requcst1 at the discrt.11tio11 of the Court. A Judge or 
magistr.1te shall issue a ruling ,,f the <ibjectfon(s) wilbln thirty (30) days fmm 
the date ofthe last objection filed . 

(6) Parenting Coordinator Eva.iuatfons and Corn1,la1nts 

(a) A pcm:nting c,1ordinator shatl provide particip,utts with the Parenting 
Coordinator Evahmtion fonn, provided by the Ctmrt, ptlor to the first parenting 
coordination session and at the end of the tenn of the appointment 

(bJ The Court shall complete a review of the parenting coordinator(:;) on the 
Court 's roster in January of each year. 

( c) A party to a case appointt'\I to parenting coordination may file a complaint 
regarding the parenting c.c>ordinator within ,,ne year from the termination oft.he 
appointment. 1l1e complaint shall be submitt� to tl1e Court, and include aU of 
the fi.lHowing: 

{i}Case caption. including the case nmnl:mr: 
(iiJThe name of the parentjng '-'"OOrdinator; 
(ii i) The name and contact infbm1ation for the person making the 

complaint; 
(iv) The nature of any alleged misconduct or violation; 
(v) The date(s) of the alleged misconduct of' violation ocJ..·um:,-d. 

(d) The Court shall prt>vide a copy of the complaint to the parenting coordinator; 
(e)The parenting coordinator has fourt1.-en ( 1 4) days from the date of the receipt of 

the complaint to respond in writing to the Court. 

(7) Fees 

A parenting coordinator shall be paid $60/hour, unless otherwise order�-d by the 



Court. All fees shall be detenuined by the Court and ineJuded in the appointment 
order. Fees shaU be waived for indigent parties. 

(8) Stay of Proceedings 

Unless otherwise provided by court order, referral of a case to parenting 
coordination stays a case untiJ further notice. The Cleric of Court shall not accept 
for filing any documents while a case is in parenting coordination with the 
following exceptions: 

(a) An objection to a parenting coordinator's decision; 
(b) A motion to lift the stay; 
(c) A response to a motion to lift the stay; 
(d) An application to dismiss the case; 
( e) A notice related to counsel; 
(f) A motion for changes in the designation of the primary residential parent 

or legal guardian; 
(g) A motion for changes in the primary placement of a child. 

(G) Confidentiality and Privilege 

Except 81 provided by Jaw, communications made 81 part of parentin, coordinatio� 
including communieations between the parties and their children and the parenting 
coordinator. communications between the parenting coordinator and other relevant 
parties, and communications with the court. shall not be confidential. Except 81 

provided by law, parenting coordination shall not be privileged. 

(H) Public Access 

The files maintained by a parenting coordinator but not fiJed with a cleric or submitted 
to a court shall not be available for public access pursuant to Rules 44 through 47 of the 
Rules of Superintendence for the Courts of Ohio. 

(I) Model Standards 

The Court and a parenting coordinator shall comply with the .. Guidelines for Parenting 
Coordination" developed by the Association of Family and Conciliation Courts Task 
Force on Parenting Coordination. Wherever a conflict exists between the Guidelines for 
Parenting Coordination and this local rule, this local rule shall control. 



(J) Court Reporting Requirements 

On or before February l n of each year. the Court shall file with the Dispute Resolution 
Section of the Supreme Court all of the following: 

(K} Sanctions: 

{1) A cqpy of this looaJ rule; 
(b) A copy of tbc wmnt roster of parattma coordinators; 
{c) A copy of cach new or updated resume received by the court &om a 

parenting coordinator during the previous year; 
(d) A copy of each list of continuing education training received by the 

court ftom each pareaUng coordinator. 

The Court may impose sanctions for any vioJation of this rule which may include, but not 
limited t.o, attorney's foes and other costs, contempt or other appropriate sanctions at the 
discretion of the Court. 

�arvey D�E 


